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and stimulated their efforts accordingly. But the
determined bravery with which Lieutenant-Colonel
Montr^sor and his gallant brigade of Sepoys de-
fended themselves, held him at hay, until half
past two o'clock in the day, when Lieutenant-
General Stuart came to their relief with one
European Regiment, the 77th, and the two
flank companies of the 75th. The British detach-
ment was in a most perilous condition, when
General Stuart arrived at Lieutenant-Colonel
Montresor's post. He found the men exhausted
with fatigue, and their ammunition almost ex-
pended. Tippoo had taken his measures with
such secresy and effect, that he was reported
by two hircarrahs, recently arrived in General
Stuart's camp from Seringapatam, to have marched
with all his forces on the 20th of February, to
oppose General Harris's army-, and, therefore,
General Stuart had no reason to expect any
attack on the Malabar side. But on the morn-
ing of the 6th of March,, Tippoo pierced through
the jungles with such expedition, that he attacked
the rear and the front of Colonel Montr6sor's
line, almost at the same instant. That he would
have succeeded in destroying this detachment,
cannot be doubted, but for the accidental disco-
very of his encampment, on the 5th of March,
by the Rajah of Coorg and a party of observa-
tion, whom he had conducted to the top of
Sedaseer, the highest hill in his country,, for the